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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 ,3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shahir 
et al (US 5,555,105). 

Regarding claim 1 , which is representative of claim 6, Shahir teaches A compact 
business card scanner comprising: a housing; a platen positioned in the housing, the 
platen having a first surface adapted to support a business card to be scanned, and 
having a second surface opposed to the first surface (Ref 8); a sensor module mounted 
within the housing, adapted for reciprocal motion within the housing and adapted to 
convert an optical image of a scanned business card into digital data representative of 
said optical image (Ref 2) ; and a display device 10 positioned in the housing and 
adapted to display a graphic image of the scanned business card (Col 2 Lines 39-49; 
Col 4 Lines 1-29; Fig 1). 

Considering claim 3, Shahir teaches wherein the sensor module is a contact 
image sensor module (Col 2 Lines 50-54). 

Regarding claim 4, Shahir discloses wherein the sensor module is a charge 
coupled device sensor module (Ref 2; Col 2 Lines 50-54). 
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Considering claim 5, Shahir teaches wherein the display device is a liquid crystal 
display (LCD) screen (Col 3 Lines 19-29). 

Regarding claim 7, Shahir discloses at least one processing unit (CPU) and 
coupled digital data storage media (Col 4 Lines 30-38,48-52). 

For claim 8, Shahir teaches wherein the digital data storage media is removable 
(Col 4 Lines 45-47). 

For claim 9, Shahir discloses installed software adapted for scanning optical 
images, converting image data to be representative digital data, processing and storing 
said digital files in image file format, and displaying graphically the digital data image 
files (Col 4 Lines 1-29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shahir 
'1 05 in view of Knighton et al (US 6,032,866). 

Shahir discloses the business card reader as discussed above. 

Shahir does not disclose expressly a first housing and a second housing movably 
attached to said first housing. 

Knighton discloses a first housing and a second housing movably attached to 
said first housing (Col 2 Lines 24-38; Fig 1). 
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Knighton & Shahir are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor and employ business cards. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Knighton with Shahir. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a compact 
image reader. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Knighton with Shahir to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 2. 

5. Claim 10-11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shahir '1 05 in view of Rodriguez et al (US 6,650,761 ). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Shahir discloses the business card reader as discussed 

above. 

Shahir does not disclose expressly software adapted to provide a user interface 
for selection of displayed image and control of displayed image zoom in, zoom out, and 
control functions. 

Rodriguez discloses a watermarked business scanner that includes software 
adapted to provide a user interface for selection of displayed image and control of 
displayed image zoom in, zoom out, and control functions (Col 3 Lines 26-43; Fig 1). 

Shahir & Rodriguez are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Rodriguez with Shahir. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to employ user interface 
techniques, as taught by Rodriguez. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Shahir with Rodriguez to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 11. 

Considering claim 10, Rodriguez teaches software adapted for scanning optical 
images, converting optical image data to representative digital data, processing said 
digital data by character recognition routines to generate text files, sorting and storing 
said text files, and displaying the digital data text files as text (Col 37 Line 60- Col 38 
Line 6). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Heather D Gibbs 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
• ECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



